
‘Cameras On’ Expectations 
 
The goal of having cameras on during designated class times is to build community and optimize 
learning.  Typically students and teachers would be sitting together, interacting with one another, 
and engaging in meaningful dialogue and activities.  Eye contact and other body language helps 
inform teachers about student understanding. The expectation is that everyone gets full educational 
benefit from participating fully in all classes. There are three steps in order for students to get full 
educational benefit and credit. 
 

1. Have camera on during teacher designated class times (e.g. class discussion, breakout 
rooms, student presentations, direct teacher instruction, as requested, etc.). Students may 
use a ‘green screen’ as background. 

2. Respond verbally, written or though identified communication means just as you would in 
the traditional classroom setting by answering questions, posing questions, discussion and 
participation. 

3. Complete daily tasks assigned. 
 

➔ Having your camera on is a key component of your class participation grade, which is 
explained in each teacher’s grading system. 

➔ For students with documented issues that will prevent them from accessing the 
curriculum with the camera on, there will be a form for families to complete.  

➔ For extenuating circumstances that temporarily impact the students ability to turn on 
their camera they should contact their teacher the day of the issue. 

PLEASE DO: PLEASE DO NOT: 

● Dress as you would if you were attending 
school in person.  

● Sit in an area of your home where you feel 
comfortable. (It is recommended that 
students sit with their back close to a wall, 
or in the corner of a room  if there are 
concerns about the background.) 

● Make an effort to show your active 
engagement in class through your verbal 
and nonverbal  
participation (teachers and classmates can 
tell when you are not paying attention.) 

● Show your face whenever your camera is 
on.  

● Add a profile picture of yourself to your 
Zoom account for when your camera is off. 

● Communicate with teachers regularly. 
 

● Take screenshots or record any portion of 
class for the sake of all classmates’ privacy. 

● Comment on people’s backgrounds as this 
may make people uncomfortable. 

● Engage in activities that prevent you or 
others from making academic progress. 

● Turn off your camera unless directed by the 
teacher, or you have been given permission 
by the teacher. 

 

 



 

 


